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Indiana, by Robert Owen; and those settlements inspired by the teachings of Charles Fourier, the most famous of which was probably Brook Farm. None of these communities endured for any great length of time and by 1860 the Utopian socialist movement had lost its importance.

Of the precursors of modern communism, dating from the 'scientific socialism' of Karl Marx, Francois Baboeuf, 1764-1797, was one of the most important. Baboeuf wished that a large national and common property should be formed immediately out of the property of corporations and public institutions. The property of individuals was to be added to this upon their death, as inheritance was to be abolished. All property would thus become nationalized in the course of fifty years. Children were to be removed at an early age and brought up together in order to train them in the principles of communism, and to prevent tfie growth of differences and inequalities.

Karl Marx undoubtedly influenced modern communistic thought more than any other one person. The essentials of Marxian theory were set forth in the Communist Manifesto, written with Frederick Engels in 1848, and Capital, 1867-1894. In both, we find the materialistic interpretation of history and the idea of evolution in our economic life, with an inevitable and increasing exploitation of the masses by the capitalists leading to the overthrow of the latter, form the core of Marxian thought. Economic development, in the authors' view, is characterized by increasing concentration of the accumulations of 'socially-produced capital' in the hands of a dwindling group of capitalists. Inevitably society becomes top-heavy until the revolution of the proletariat occurs, the capitalists are expropriated, the means of production pass into common ownership, and the communistic society emerges under a dictatorship of the property-less workers who permit no economic classes to re-develop.

The proletariat will use its political supremacy to wrest, by degrees, all capital from the bourgeoisie. The means to this end are as follows: i. Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes. 2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax. 3. Abolition of all right of inheritance. 4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels. 5. Centralization of credit in the hands of the State, by means of a national bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly. 6. Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the

hands of the State. 7. Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State; the bringing into cultivation of waste lands, and the improvement of the soil generally in accordance with a common plan. 8. Equal liability of all to labor. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture. 9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of the distinction between town and country, by a more equable distribution of the population over the country. 10. Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children's factory labor in its present form. Combination of education with industrial production, etc., etc. The period of despotic rule by the proletariat is necessary to prevent a counter-revolution by the bourgeoisie. When all have been converted there will be no need for force for there will be no opposing classes.

The 'First International* was the outgrowth of a meeting in London at which Marx spoke. This association lasted for twelve years to be followed in 1889 by the organization of another group similar in character, the 'Second International' which lasted until the outbreak of the war in 1914. At the close of the war the Second International was revived but as a socialist organization from which the communists were excluded. The 'Third International,' the communist organization which met in Moscow was of a different character as it was dominated by the Russian communists who proclaimed allegiance to the tenets of the Communist Manifesto. See COMINTERN.

Russia today is commonly accredited as the torch-bearer of applied communistic principles. Communist party organizations exist in other countries, but in numbers and influence these organizations do not approach the strength of the party in Russia. That country came under the control of the Bolshevik (communist) wing of the Social Democratic Party in November, 1917. In January, 1918, the Constituent Assembly was dissolved and in July the Soviet Constitution was adopted.

This was said to mark the beginning of the dictatorship of the proletariat; in reality, it was a dictatorship of the Bolshevik or Communist Party under Lenin and Trotzky. That party asserted that it had no interest outside of the welfare of the proletariat but that the wage-earners had in the past come under the influence of the bourgeois press and social conditions and hence must be educated by the communists to know what is for their own good. Thus it was necessary to bring the rank and file of the workers into line as well as to